ART AND MONEY

There are two causes, it seems, of deterioration of art.
And what are they ?

Wealth and poverty. Do you think that a potter, after
he has grown rich, will care to attend to his trade any
longer ?

Certainly not.

But he will become more idle and careless than he was
before ?

Yes, much more.

Then does he not become a worse potter ?

Yes, a much worse potter too.

On the other hand, if he is prevented by poverty
from providing himself with tools or any other requisite
of his trade, he will produce inferior articles, and his sons
or apprentices will not be taught their trade so well.

Inevitably.

Then both these conditions, riches and poverty,
deteriorate the productions of the artisans, and the
artisans themselves.

PLATO (from The Republic)

Christianity is Art, and not Money. Money is its Curse.
BLAKE
To give advice to those who are contending for royal
liberality, has been for some years the duty of my station in
the Academy.
Liberality! We want not Liberality. We want a Fair
Price & Proportionate Value & a General Demand for
Art.                                  SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS
(with BLAKE'S comment)
141